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THOUGHTS ON THE CHINESE
QUESTION. ’

shosmaking,

A T'aper Bead Before the Honolulo
social Selence Azssocintion hy M. M.
Senlt.

cquest of the Associntio

Iabii<ined
ir not it 1= founded on a

muech farther

Whetler «
generalization wide and deepenon
a belief exists, especially amo

Orient.

Earopean races that have con
closel tact with the (
fhenit wiition with the
oertin

ASOus

AT
LNInEInge

ETHEY

}ll'rll..i..]_--_ LS8
iand. with the othes
ernments and the Un
thandered at the gates of the
dle kingdom,” for a treaty of *frienc
shiy 1uty, -

and comme

ther th

i - > ‘:.VZ

b= basis : and 1f s

“‘11": are some of the canses that en --E..-,!:'m_,

?;. .I{f__, cheaper work twenty-five cents a day
. £ pheane o o | ot dhi

g exp
an Ame

yal OLe.

pponents,

thear o

1 :
gl the ory was

am inclined

dter V' than

ore, 1na b

ut any m
and it is in
speaking of
1% inn -

g them irom

From 1,000
arried evers

i ‘!;LI e
Iy he |
adopts our

| =

und

and

l'L I‘_I‘l_ r's t\f

their constituents

. | POWEr o1 & U

Congress of either House east of
Rocky Moun could be 1
o give theirsanction toany n
avoring even a modified restr
Notsbly the New England
tatives and senstors were aver

such measures. They we

[y

way ecuts. A

Corper. wis

to wisit San Francisco,
for themselves the effect that
nese competition bad, and was 1
to bave on the future develop
the great State of € .
trially and socially.
men returned to their L
out. at least, modifying their
of the Chinaman and
“Thev came to scoff.” bun
convi m‘-‘uj :

-

treaties modifying and restricting it,
we finally bave the
pation’s taking matte
hand, the conrt of final

elaring withont eonsalt

)

manufactare, ete.,
Eurcpean is to be for

now pushing to the wall
| duet of two civilizations. th
| pean merchant,

Ui allow- | nation from another—indeed one
guery, for the preju- [ man from another—are the externals. |
wrant and the un- | That which most profonndly separ-

It 3= thus seen, making
ance for demagy
dicos of the 1
7, that the concensus of opin-
«l immi- | vous, and therefore mental and moral
cause | organization. In fthese particulars
can un- |treat the Chinaman as you will, sor-
cheaper | ronnd him with conditions as you
¢ his standuard of | may—he will still ba a Chinaman,

st the nny
of the Chi
wis.  The

the European race. | conditions of his development, that

come
exis- | to be able to distance all competitors
fair, field. he, as I believe, | in an industrial struggle? It is con- |

s suggle ior

has no competitor.
It is not claimed that. in any de- | is known of his history. In hisearly
partment of effort, be is as capable | struggle from barbarism to his pre-
as the Europesn.
average European,
any mechanical pu cin
more work and better work than the | the impetus that any race of men
average Chinaman.
European do work enoug
ance the difference in
other words, does
ing to the Europer

v TV
PEY

. v |
HVINE : VCLA

an oy | that it has swm

amount of work

¢ men

[ evide
he is the | By no | maximum of Jabor with the mini
sns?  If we attach i

ificance to the word *
the thoroughbred horse und the don ;g
key out together on
see whicl will

" Tarn | existence. Now. thissevere struggle

jual terms, and | thousands of years, make him pro-
; and yvet we | foundly different from the Enrcopean.
do oot for a woment call the donkey | He can live upon an amount and |

oses for which
1s infinitely
I'lie * suryvival of the

£, Wikl
al significance whatever: L :
this sense used when |man is different from that of the
he Chines:

industrial

g with
ecome at b

itors? | buman bein

an idle [ our notions of hygienic laws.
.]1._. the 3
tddnie LUt

n abroad | assimilate or throw off an amount of ‘

UWIL |

I was never so in

l' ew !]:t‘.:lll'r!‘.‘; ll'n “'}','o‘(ai i GITOW. Lo
G ‘.\'l.'ri{‘

d Jap-

aided exertions o
ed | az when T saw botl

= a e = r..
GHese Iemnoving it 110N TRl ‘

square, with a rope att:
_ spread

e invited with 8 man aleld of
and to SE¢ | fifth man slowly shoveled,

_ i or 1 1';‘{4'['1'|
wed the mat fall, and the for men

trotted slowly
something like a
! ':31,‘1‘3-"' ful. One Irisla
Few of toese | gnd whealbarrow
es with- | ¢ywice the work of

i -i--l:u-’ilml- M
half-wheelbarrow-
with a shovel |;
wonld have

five Orientals , E iie
i: ..‘.il“ closely allied species in the Chinese,

done

YIEWS | it took to munage the mat.
methods. | raadily be seen the
went back | trions’ and economical he is, so long |
_ ' 2= he remains at home, Enropeans
Thus after years of agitation, affer ' need not fear him.

As to his adopting our civilization
ctacle of a | and bacoming like us, I think there
nto its 0WR | is no likelihood.
sort, and de- possible for the donkey. admirable
: 18 party | animal as he is in his way. to turn
of the second part that “thus far | his nose to the back track, retrace
shalt thou come and no farther™| hic ctape of development, get back to
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Indeed |in an imitative way, adopt some of
The Chinamen are [our less important tools and ma- |
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teeming population.” 1t goes with- |

out saying that a political and social

systera 4,000 years old is a fixed ane.

All things, the man included. is fixed
erystalized.

Dr. Legg believes that the popula- |
tion of the country has not, perhaps, |
| inereased for the last 800 years. He
( thinks no improvements in that time |
1 | have been made in the mechanical
s | arts. The celestial has thus been at |
| 8 standstill for centnries. He has
| lost in progress, bnt he bas gained |

in that which makes him in perfect
' s enviroument, ith
1¢ teeming population, variously. |
estimated, but not far either sbove |
tor below 400,000,000, there hus gone |
| on the most strenuous struggle for
{ the meuns of subsistence.

v.| Even had the Chinaman twice the
fextent of empire that he has, he
| would still have a hard fight to live. |
| At home, with hus primitive imple- ’
wments of production, his labor pro -
l

duces little under the most favorable
conditions, therefore, he is perforee
compelled to live on little. As it is,
witlh a redundant population, the !

sig | mum of food is the condition of his

going on for hundreds, perhaps
&

kind of food, and apparently in fair
condition as to health and strength,
which would be utterly inadequate |
- | to the European. .

| No donbt the physiologist and the
ith- | physician would smile to be told that
the internal economy of the China

: white map, His organs may l.-ei
the | anatomieally the same but funetion-
':al!y they must be profoundly
if | different, if not originally so, cer
in | tainly made so by a long pro
evolution. His shelter and sani

tary |

Aropesn, what | conditions most of us are acquainted |
» provided ke | with abroad. They are much worse
the arts and | In Ching. The Chinamen have, for

he | these almost untold centuries. crowd- |

the | ed together in their living apart- |

thus | ments, more like sardines than like |
gs. They live among

g- | filth and impure air, at war with all

His system can absorb, and either |

poison, that would produce an epid-
emic in o small American or Euro- |
pean town. In times of diseases of |
an epidemic nature. wherever the |
Chinese are, they still bid defiance |
to sanitary laws, and have compara- |
tive immunity from the disease. As
Lie is now. so he has been for ages. |
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an. | Lerbaps the more sensitive to zymo- |
5 | tie ailments have long since been

killed ont, and the rest and the dis- |
1. | eases have agreed to “dwell together
[ | in peace.” IIn this, as ii;_ other re-
each | SPects, Le 1s fit to survive, while
) s will die.

| Comparatively speaking, the Chin-
| ese are a homogeneous people. From
Pekin to Canton, from the China Sea |
on the East, to the remotest Western

{frontier, one Chinaman is like an-
ther. Homogeneity is the rule, and
ieterogeneity 1s the racial exception.
There is nothing like the mixture of

as in the European race. He has for
ages interbred, thus producing a
rermanent type.dwarfed and serobby
in some respects though it be, yet
solid and hardy in character.

Itisa well known biologic law,
holding, good throughout organie |
nature. that a race thus developed is
better fitted in the untrammeled
struggle for existence. than a more
highly diversified and developed cne.
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where the Chinaman has gone in|horee, No, he has lost his oppor- | food. and far more care than those
large numbers, a like agitation and tanity. So with the Chinese.
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moral development
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f sga ed and unskilled | begin auew. It is not claimed that | ditions of his development? Admir-
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tion has dope its work. In tmilor-|tain important particulars, as re-!ious, stolid, avaricious, unimagina-

‘heir | of more permanent. but less es-

been | canse our data are meager, the same

and | teemed type. In a limited way, be-

might be shown of human beings.
Now, so far as we know bim. does

He is industrions. abstem-

f | nomical mista

tive and unenthusiastic. Whoever
heard of an enthusiastic Chinaman,
except in money getting? As a race,

| they are unsympathetic. Archdeacon

Gray says that they have nosym
pathy with the lame, the blind, the
idiotic or those having any congeni

tal disease, saying that they are !

rather amiable weaknesses, that seem
to be the sporadic outeroppings of
& richer and more enthusiastic
nature.

Is it at all likely, thep, that the|

unrestricted contaet with the Chinese
will result in his Deing European-

those with whom he comes into com-

petition will be compelled to adopt |

his methods of living * This is the
question to be faced, it seems to me,

in any restrictive measures by Euaro-

pean governments.
Wherever the Chinese go they

carry their methods of living along |

with them. They bhave no assimila-
tive tendency. Their clothes, food,
munners, enstoms and habits are the
same. They may demand the white
pan’s wages, but his civilization they

will have none of. They are content

to live and to think as their fore- |

fathers lived and thoughtin the time
of Confucius. The product of their
lubor wmay be very valnable to the
white man in the way of piling up
produets, vet they will buy and eon
sume little of these things when pro-
dueed. Herein is one of the chief
objections to his becoming a denizen
at large among us.

Of course, it is not presumed here
that under peculiar conditions, as in
this country, or perhaps in some

uthers, the Chinese are not desirable |

in limited pumberd.

Such I think to be unquestionable.
Bot I am trying to deal with the
guestion in its largest sspeet, 1o an
unlimifed way. Let us see jf we
can, what effect Chinese competition
would have, say in the United States,
if left to natural laws.

In his ability, if it be so, to do
cheaper work, that is to make a
larger product for smaller wages, hie
would, if deft free to compete in
sufficient numbers, displace those
now empldyed. His employers, as
long us a market could be found for

their produets at roling rates, would

drive a thriving bargain.

But when the great body of con-
sumers of these products are driven
oitt, or are compelled to live on a
micimum, how will it affeet the em-
ployers of labor, those who have
things to sell ? It is undeniable that
a wage earner’s ability to consume,
depends on his wages as compared
with the produoct of his labor. If

his wage is a minimum. though he |

produce ever so much for his em-
ployer, his consumption will be a

| minimum. Thuos, it seems to me, the

Chinese-cheap-labor-business will act
as a boomerang, returning to knock
those ont who expect most benefit.
It is idle to speak of justice and
humanity baving any hold upon em-
ployers of labor while paolitical aco-
nomy or economies remain what
they are. Adawm Smith laid it down
as a law that when two employers
run after one luborer, wages rise,

| and when two laborers run after one !

employer, wages fall

Most writers on the subject ad-
here to the maxim at the present
day. Every one is going to pay as
little as possible for labor, and sell
its produet for the highest market
price. I am mow not considering
with the subject any moral question
whatever. My own opinion is that,
as a universal prineiple. it is an eeo-
ake, und morvally mon-

strons. Yet, at the present time,
the rale seems to govern the econo-
mic world.

David A. Wells says that in most
of those occupations jn which the

ments, one unit of labor will produce
from ten to fifteen times as much as
it did one hundred years ago. Most

! assuredly,the laborer does not receive |

wages in a like ratic. In the midst
of plenty, poverty and want wail
throngh the most thickly inhab-
ited parts of Euorope and Amer
ica already. Mr. Henry George
attributes this state of affairs to the
the private ownership of land. This
may have some bearing upon the

| state of affairs; yet it would seem

that a more reasonable solation is a
high efliciency of labor with low
wages—that is, the laborer's wages
are low compared with his prodnct

therefore his ability to consume is
comparatively small. Hence when
everything to make people comforta-
ble is the most abundant, we usually
hear of the Ifardest times and the
most soffering.

IT this 1s the state of affairs when

| laborers of our own kith and kin
only are r-r;:n{u-ting with one another,

it wonld be doubly intensified, if the
400,000,000 Chinese were left fres to

compete with them. Seeing then |
that & minimum of wages means a ||

minimum of eonsnmption, an econo-
mic view of the question, to say
nothing of u woral one, would sug-
gest that Chinese coMPETITION, in a
righti® way, be absolutely pro-
hibited.

In setting forward these views of

the competition of the Chinese with |
men of the Enropean race, reference |

is of course had to u real competition.

The fact must be recognized thatJ
there are countries whose climates |

are sich that white men cappot, or
will not work in them, especially if

| the labor he hard and of a low order |
of skill _ .
In such conntries, and in such oe- |

cupations. Chinese Inbor seems fo
solve every problem.
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